Fuller Online
CF560: Winter 2008
Gorman/Ovando-Gibson
CF560: ADULT FORMATION AND DISCIPLESHIP (4 units). Julie Gorman, Professor of Christian Formation

and Discipleship: Online facilitation by Dr. Maria Ovando-Gibson, Adjunct Professor of Christian Formation

DESCRIPTION:
How is the church to take seriously its task of "equipping the saints for the work of ministry" (Eph. 4:11-12)? How can
adults be adequately established, rooted, built up, and equipped for the varying ministries to which God is calling them?
A strong, well-developed adult ministry in the local church can be a major tool for building healthy, effective Christians
and spiritually vital congregations. This course is designed to "equip the equippers" to produce such through a study of
philosophy, practice, and skills in adult education. Subject areas include biblical and theological foundations for adult
education; adult characteristics, needs, life cycles, and learning patterns; societal and cultural impact on learning; learning
theories; gender strengths; developing or adapting curriculum; planning and implementing an adult spirituality and
discipleship ministry in the church.

COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Cognitively: The learner will become conscious of the role of adults in God's plan, the impact of adult development, and
principles for how adults learn, with implementation guidelines. Affectively: The learner will develop appreciation for
adults' participation in their growth and will become enthused about cultivating such. Behaviorally: Learners will
participate in discovering their own images of adulthood and will actively construct new paradigms incorporating
learning experiences from class. Existentially: The learner will become a person who recognizes his/her responsibility as
an adult in God's kingdom and will cultivate continued integration and implementation of concepts taught in class in the
scope of his/her ministry.

RELEVANCE FOR MINISTRY:
This course helps those who minister to adults understand how adults learn, teaches skills to enable adults to move on in
spiritual maturity, and equips with philosophy and means for planning and carrying out the ministry to and by adults in
the church.

COURSE FORMAT:
The class will be conducted on the Internet using a 10-week lesson program aligned with Fuller’s academic calendar. Each
week, students and the instructor will interact with the material and each other through journaling, threaded discussions,
web-based research, and other assignments like video viewing, surveying, gaming, and skills work. Lectures for each
lesson will be available online.

REQUIRED READING:
e  CF560: Adult Formation and Discipleship, Course Reader (supplied in the course). Fuller Seminary, 2006.
e  Hagberg, J. & R. Guelich. The Critical Journey: Stages in the Life of Faith. Sheffield, 1995.
e  Kimball, Dan. The Emerging Church. Zondervan, 2003.
e  Merriam, Sharan B. & Rosemary S. Caffarella. Learning in Adulthood. 2nd ed. Jossey-Bass, 1999.
e Parks, Sharon Daloz. Big Questions, Worthy Dreams. Jossey-Bass, 2000.

RECOMMENDED READING:
. Belenky, Mary Field, et al. Women's Ways of Knowing. San Francisco: Basic Books, 1986.
e Carroll, Colleen. The New Faithful: Why Young Adults Are Embracing Christian Orthodoxy. Loyola Press, 2002.
e  Daloz, Laurent A. Mentor: Guiding the Journey of Adult Learners. 2nd ed. Jossey-Bass, 1999.
e  Fowler, James. Becoming Adult, Becoming Christian. Harper & Row, 1984.
. Gangel, Kenneth O. and James C. Wilhout. The Christian Educator’s Handbook on Adult Education. Wheaton, IL:

Victor Books, 1993.

e George, R. & J. Krajewski. Herding Cats: Teaching Leading in a Postmodern World. College Press, 2001.
. Gibbs, Eddie. Church Next. InterVarsity Press, 2000.
e  Hahn, Todd & David Verhagen, Reckless Hope. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996.
e Long, J. Emerging Hope: A Strategy for Reaching the Postmodern Generations. InterVarsity Press, 2004.
e Ogden, Greg. Transforming Discipleship. InterVarsity Press. 2003.
. Rohr, Richard. Adam’s Return. New York: Crossroads Publishing Co., 2004.
e  Sheehy, Gail. New Passages. Random House, 1995.
e Webber, Robert B. The Younger Evangelicals. Baker, 2002.
. Wilkerson, Barbara, ed. Multicultural Religious Education. Religious Education Press, 1997.

ASSIGNMENTS:
1. Weekly threaded discussions and reading (18%)
2. Journaling exercises (27%)
3. Four Interactive Short Essay Projects (40%)
4. Final Summary Project (15%)

PREREQUISITES: None.

RELATIONSHIP TO CURRICULUM: Meets MDiv core requirement in Christian Formation and Discipleship (MIN 4): Ministry
Focus Elective in MA in Global Leadership program.

FINAL EXAMINATION: None. Updated October 2007

This ECD is a reliable guide to the course design but is subject to modification.



